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Gateway to the Solanus Casey Center in Detroit, Michigan. Image taken 
from Stan & Pam Williams’ feature documentary: “EXTRAORDINARY: 
Stories about Solanus Casey for Children” (2017).
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During the canonization process, Catholics collect testimo-
nies, writings, and objects related to the sainthood candidate to 
demonstrate the saint’s holiness. American Catholics developed 
a tradition of creating not only shrines but educational spaces 
and museums that foster devotion. Shrine museums demon-
strate how religious institutions adopt and modify best prac-
tices in public history, despite the sparse scholarship on inter-
preting religious objects. � ese sites balance visitors’ needs by 
providing educational and spiritual spaces to contemplate the 
saint. � is paper examines curatorial decisions at the National 
Shrine of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, the National Shrine of 
Saint John Neumann, the Seton Shrine, and the Blessed Solanus 
Casey Center before proposing several best practices for shrine 
museums.
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