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Bishop John Carroll’s
Presumptuous Renegades

“Presumptuous Renegades,” refers to a small number of Early
American Catholic priests, or so called priests, for not all of
them were, in fact, ordained priests. That they were dubbed
“renegades” sounds dispiriting. But they had a purpose in
much the same way Judas Iscariot, chosen by Christ, had a pur-
pose. The life of a pioneering priest in Early America, was hard,
especially if the priest happen to be the country’s first bishop,
John Carroll, who was tasked with corralling and organizing
the nascent U.S. Church with all its vagrancies, surprises, and
scandals. In this paper, Stan describes some of the problems
Bishop Carroll faced during the years following the founding of
the United States, and the benefits the country as a whole and
the Church, in particular, realized as a result.
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was originally donated to the Catholic Church by
a local farmer named Adam Livingston in 1802 af-
ter his farm was exorcised by Fr. Denis Cahill, and
Fr. Demetrius A. Gallitzin.
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