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� e 1531 Mexican apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
clearly a major historical event that a� ected civilization in the 
Western Hemisphere. But how and why? In this presentation, 
historian David � rower will explore the rarely discussed his-
torical background of the event including the religious syncre-
tism of Mexican indigenous tribes, the Scriptural underpin-
nings and justi� cation for the Guadalupe apparitions, the role 
of Marian advocacy in American history, how the 1531 events 
impacted American culture, and � nally how Marian advocacy 
can be a positive force for change in our contemporary culture. 
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Our Lady of Guadalupe is a Catholic title of Mary, 
mother of Jesus associated with a series of fi ve Mar-
ian apparitions to a Mexican peasant named Juan 
Diego and his uncle, Juan Bernardino in December 
1531. The venerated image on a cloak (tilmahtli) as-
sociated with the apparition is enshrined within the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. 
The basilica is the most-visited Catholic shrine in the 
world.  (Wikipedia)


