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� e major events that began the Catholic Church in what is 
today the eastern panhandle of West Virginia were started by 
Bishop John Carroll when he sent Father Demetrius Gallitzin 
to what was then Smith� eld, Virginia to investigate the situa-
tion which became known as Wizard’s Clip. � is paper explores 
the two most signi� cant happenings in the history of the Cath-
olic Church in America. First, the formation of the country’s 
government under the United States Constitution and Bill of 
Rights, and  second, John Carroll being named Bishop of all the 
Catholics in the thirteen original states. Enter Prince Deme-
trius Gallitzin (a.k.a. Fr. Smith) who became the � rst Catholic 
priest ever to be trained and ordained into the priesthood of 
the United States and his investigation into the events that led 
to Priest Field Pastoral Center. 
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WIZARD CLIP. After the 1794 Death of a stranger 
at Adam Livingston’s farm, mysterious noises & 
clippings of garments frightened Smithfi eld, VA resi-
dents for years; the village today is Middleway, WV.  
When the Wizard Clip demon was fi nally exorcised 
by two priests (Fr. Denis Cahill, and Fr. Demetrius 
Gallitzin), Livingston donated ten-percent of his land 
holdings to the local Catholic Society. Today that 
land is Priest Field Pastoral Center.
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