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...to the History of the 
Catholic Faith in the Amer-
icas Conference.

Th e Response to the call for papers was most pleasing. Each abstract proposal raised 
interesting questions—some, surprisingly, about the working title for a possible con-
ference.  Stan’s historical novel trigged various ideas about expanding the conference’s 
themes and suggested ways to deepen or open more thoughtful discussions about the 
meanings of Priest Field—both in History and Faith. For example, could weaving the 
mysteries touched upon in the Wizard Clip story with the mix of realities that even-
tually led to this beautiful property now nestled within the heart of the Washington 
Family Home Land, teach us more about the Great American Experiment?  Can the 
constructed and framed stages of World History, or the drama of the Faith granted all 
people off er new hope or unveil the curtains of modern times and space?  Does this 
unique place of prayer off er a house for the beliefs that stream from within society’s  
many religions and civic structures? 

Th e story behind Priest Field and its surrounding events focus on a time when 
the Washington Family and our founding band of brothers were just beginning to 
survey and struggle with complex issues such as: defi ning boundaries of states and 
nations; fi nding the common good in such notions as sovereignty, allegiances, and 
property ownership; transitioning inheritances and contracts civilly, and listening to 
the various roles that faith and religion play in the conservation of family traditions 
and key memories. 

Because of these eternal questions and issues— which are ever present here and 
now—it seems appropriate to extend this warm welcome to include everyone who 

participates in today’s interactive conference and de-
liberations. Hopefully, the questions and discussions 
generated through the presenters’ papers will educate 
our minds, impart holy wisdom, and fuel our passion 
for life and love. 

Th e histories of peoples and places record tangi-
ble things that come and go—they are built up, and 
torn down. Yet, at the heart of the historic brick and 
mortar of civilization’s foundation are three real in-
tangibles: Faith, Hope, and Love.

The fi rst recorded baptisms in Alta California were performed at Los Cristianitos, 
“The Canyon of the Little Christians”, in what is now San Diego County, just 
south of Mission San Juan Capistrano. (Wikipedia)

WELCOME...
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Just a few miles south of Priest Field is Harewood, erected in 1774, the home 
of Colonel Samuel Washington. His brother George Washington, who surveyed 
the land in this area for Lord Fairfax, visited here and General Lafayette and 
Louis Phillipe of France were entertained here. In his house James Madison 
and Dolly Payne Todd were married. Samuel is buried here just south of the 
house.  (Jefferson County Historical Society Marker)

Th e Faith of the Church was around long before the land 
of the Americas was discovered by Europeans.   Th e rivers, 
and mountains were already populated by people, tribes, 
and nations as the memories of pioneers and colonists were 
recorded as either written history, drawn as crude maps, or 
whispered into curious ears as tales of adventure and tradi-
tion. 

Hope in and for the lands of the Americas was always 
there; it was planted in the hearts of all people - including 
intrepid European explorers. Hope was, and remains, forged 
by the unseen - the unmeasurable realities of unity, freedom, 
and peace held by all. Hope also fuels the faith that gives sub-
stance to...

Love. And that is what the voice of this conference is 
about. Love for the Real Presence, love for our country, love 
for our neighbors, our family, strangers, and ourselves. Love 
is not a force, a rule, or a morality but rather a Person—the 
mystery of Being that just is; the epitome of all that is Beauti-
ful, Good, and True. It is Love that says to all of us: “Do this 
in memory of me.”

–Donald Patthoff 

On pages 4–6, you’ll fi nd 
descriptions of papers pre-
sented October 7, 2023 at 
our evening Preview. On 
pages 7–15 you’ll fi nd de-
scriptions of papers pre-
sented at the full day event 
December 9, 2023. 
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Faith in Fiction, History, and Reality: 
Presence and Possession

OctOber 7 IntrOductIOn

History and fiction presuppose some no-
tion about truth. For example, both can 
claim there is truth, question what it 

means, or express desires to search for it, etc.
News, science, philosophy, marketing, propa-

ganda, also have similar ideas. Some are interest-
ing, some entertaining, others just things we need 
to know, whether we like it or not – like fixing a 
tire.

The two key presenters this evening focus on 
a mix of history and fiction. This introduction is 
simply to ask a few questions, then, about the role 
of history and fiction in matters of Faith. For ex-
ample, how do each compare to reality? That is, 
what is their relationship to the here-and-now? to 
the everyday things we hold near and dear to our 
hearts, and to everyday life - to the present and 
our possessions?

Stanley and Bob are skilled in the art of mix-
ing history and fiction. And, just as when adver-
tisements are mixed to appear as a news articles 
(advertorials), which have their special purposes, 
it is good to question what we might be reading or 
hearing when we mix any two disciplines- includ-
ing history and fiction.

I want to propose that mixing fiction and his-
tory can offer new approaches to Faith and mean-
ing just as do science-fiction, historical novels, 
biographies, metaphysics, and philosophies.

The story of Priest Field, and the history of 
the characters that have brought us to this present 
moment - to discuss its possession by the Cath-
olic Church, and what its purpose might mean, 
needs to be grounded on Faith, Reality, and the 
Sacred. Yet, the story also needs to be shared as a 
Journey in Faith, or as a Salvation Journey. His-
tory and Fiction, whether written or presented in 
art and movies are wonderful ways to bring the 
invisibles of love, hope, faith, goodness, truth, and 
beauty to us all. 

Both Bob O’Connor and Stanley Williams 
have spent more than ten years each researching 
facts, fiction, fallacies, history and interpretations 
of the people and events, including documents 
such as letters, legal trusts and deeds that have led 
to Priest Field now being a Catholic Retreat Cen-
ter.  The material is vast and reveals much about 
the character of the United States and how the 
Catholic Faith has influenced the Great American 
Experiment which, many reasonably argue, is a 
unique idea about the boundaries and relation-
ships between people and property – about real 
estates, here and now, and how ideas like freedom 
and unity are the realities that will “bring us all 
together” while we continue to shout “don’t tread 
on me.”

- D.P.
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Priest Field and the 
Colonial Founding of the

Catholic Church

Bob O’Connor
Bob is the author of over 
two-dozen books, both fi c-
tion and non-fi ction, mostly 
about the American Civil War. 
Th e books cover topics and/
or persons not well-known, 
yet which have a local connec-
tion. Bob has appeared at over 
1,000 events in 29 states and the 
District of Columbia, includ-
ing the U.S. Naval Academy, 
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum, Nation-
al Parks including Gettysburg National  Battlefi eld, Harp-
ers Ferry National Historical Park and many others. For the 
last ten years, Bob has been a full-time author, historian, and 
researcher. He lives in Charles Town, WV. Bob’s website is: 
www.boboconnorbooks.com.

Th e major events that began the Catholic Church in what is 
today the eastern panhandle of West Virginia were started by 
Bishop John Carroll when he sent Father Demetrius Gallitzin 
to what was then Smithfi eld, Virginia to investigate the situa-
tion which became known as Wizard’s Clip. Th is paper explores 
the two most signifi cant happenings in the history of the Cath-
olic Church in America. First, the formation of the country’s 
government under the United States Constitution and Bill of 
Rights, and  second, John Carroll being named Bishop of all the 
Catholics in the thirteen original states. Enter Prince Deme-
trius Gallitzin (a.k.a. Fr. Smith) who became the fi rst Catholic 
priest ever to be trained and ordained into the priesthood of 
the United States and his investigation into the events that led 
to Priest Field Pastoral Center. 

PRESENTER

WIZARD CLIP. After the 1794 Death of a stranger 
at Adam Livingston’s farm, mysterious noises & 
clippings of garments frightened Smithfi eld, VA resi-
dents for years; the village today is Middleway, WV.  
When the Wizard Clip demon was fi nally exorcised 
by two priests (Fr. Denis Cahill, and Fr. Demetrius 
Gallitzin), Livingston donated ten-percent of his land 
holdings to the local Catholic Society. Today that 
land is Priest Field Pastoral Center.

OctOber 7 PAPer
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Persecution of the Catholic 
Church in America and Writing 
the Wizard Clip Haunting Novel

Th is paper explains the origins of anti-Catholic bias in United 
States history and how it led to the Wizard Clip events, and 
the writing of the Wizard Clip Haunting novel. Stan & Pam 
Williams were born into Evangelical Protestantism and from 
childhood indoctrinated with a strong bias against Catholi-
cism. When they converted to the Catholic faith in 1998-1999 
aft er much research, one thing that stood out was the persecu-
tion of Catholics aft er King Henry VIII’s row with Pope Clem-
ent VII over Henry’s desire for an annulment from Catherine 
of Aragon. Th e resulting anti-Catholic penal laws spread to the 
British Colonies, and harassed Catholics in the early United 
States. Th is was something Stan was totally unaware of and yet 
it explained the push back he and Pam received from family 
and friends when they became Catholic. Being a storyteller, 
Stan looked for a narrative vehicle to explain his discoveries.  A 
phone call form Australia introduced him to the Wizard Clip 
story, and aft er ten years, his Wizard Clip Hauntings novel was 
released.

Stan Williams
Stan is a fi lmmaker, Hollywood 
story and script consultant, Cath-
olic media apologist, and author 
of several books.  Stan holds de-
grees in Physics (BA), Interper-
sonal Communications (MA), 
and Narrative Th eory/Film Stud-
ies (PhD). He lives in southeast 
Michigan with Pam, his wife. 
Nearby are their three children 
and ten grandchildren. Aft er Dr. 
Donald Patthoff , of Martinsburg, WV, read Wizard Clip Haunt-
ing, discussions began to hold the History of the Catholic Faith 
in the Americas Conference, which celebrates and expands the 
ministry of the Priest Field Pastoral Center. 

PRESENTER

HARPER’S WEEKLY cover from October 1, 1870. 
Political cartoons did much to spread anti-Cath-
olic bias in the United States. Often the KKK was 
depicted as the savor of the United States against 
the pope and Vatican. Above, the pope ogles at 
the United States across the Atlantic. The caption 
reads: “THE  PROMISED LAND,” AS SEEN FROM 
THE DOME OF SAINT PETER’S ROME. Ironically, 
Harper’s Weekly’sW by-line at the time was “Jour-
nal of Civilization.” 

OctOber 7 PAPer
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The Birth of the Catholic Church 
in West Virginia

Nancy Cortese
Nancy was raised as a Method-
ist and has always loved Christ. 
As a student at James Madison 
University, she started attending 
the Mass on Campus. Ironical-
ly, she was drawn to the Church 
because of the spiritual strength 
she gained from receiving the 
Eucharist every week before 
knowing she wasn’t supposed to 
be doing so as a Methodist. A year aft er graduation she com-
pleted RCIA and came into the Church in 1986. She has a de-
gree in Computer Science which she uses as a Coast Guard 
Soft ware Engineer. She’s the proud mother of three sons, one 
in seminary. Nancy is a docent at Harper’s Ferry National His-
toric Park and can tell you everything you need to know about 
the historic St. Peter’s Catholic Church, including  the history 
of the secret message hidden on the side of Maryland Heights 
mountain!

Th ose familiar with West Virginia, especially the eastern pan-
handle region, know that Catholicism has a rich and colorful 
history thanks to saints like Ignatius of Loyola. Why is that, 
when the founder of the Society of Jesus died 300 years before 
the state was even formed, having succeeded from Virginia as 
the Civil War began? In her presentation, history afi cionado 
Nancy Cortese will tell us why, along with why West Virginians 
had a reputation for throwing Catholic priests into the Poto-
mac! Nancy will also tell us why only three of the original 13 
colonies allowed Catholics to vote, why Maryland was called 
the “tyranny of the majority,” and how Catholicism has grown 
exponentially, since Fr. James Frambach, a Jesuit, fi rst swam to 
Maryland.

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

PRESENTER

St. Peter’s Roman Catholic Church in Harpers 
Ferry, West Virginia was built in 1833 and was the 
only church in Harpers Ferry to escape destruction 
during the Civil War. (Wikipedia)
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Servant of God and Apostle of the Alleghenies, 
Fr. Demetrius A. Gallitzin’s monument-crypt in 
front of the parish he founded, now the Basilica of 
St. Michael in Loretto, Pennsylvania

Frank and Betty Seymour, postulators for the 
cause of sainthood for Demetrius A. Gallitzin. Pho-
to taken in their Loretto, PA home, 2014.

Rev. Demetrius A. Gallitzin’s 
Impact on the founding of the 

Catholic Church in America

Due to an illness, Betty Seymour 
is unable to be with us. However, 
two months ago, Pam was able to 
visit with Betty and Frank in their 
home in Loretto, just a few hun-
dred feet from Gallitzin’s mon-
ument-crypt and the Basilica of 
St. Michael and Gallitzin’s Chap-
el-House Museum. At that time, 
Betty gave to Pam copies of talks about Fr. Gallitzin and the 
cause for his sainthood. From these and other research Pam 
has compiled this talk. Pam is a retired middle school teacher, 
who came into the Catholic Church following Stan in 1999 at 
St. James the Greater parish in Novi, Michigan. Since then Pam 
has been active in both St. James and nearby Holy Family Par-
ish as a small group facilitator, prayer cell leader, greeter, lector, 
cantor, and fl autist. 

Pamela S. Williams

Demetrius A. Gallitzin was the son of a Russian prince and 
ambassador to the Netherlands. His mother with friends with 
Catherine the Great and it’s rumored that Catherine held 
young Dimitri in her arms on occasion. As a young man, Dim-
itri came with his priest and tutor to the United States in 1791, 
where he quickly sensed the Call to the priesthood. Under 
Bishop John Carroll, Fr. Gallitzin (aka Fr. Smith) was the fi rst 
man to be fully educated and ordained to the priesthood in the 
United States in 1795. At Carroll’s request Fr. Smith came to the 
Priest Field property to investigate the Wizard Clip hauntings 
on Adam Livingston’s farm. Gallitzin is under consideration for 
sainthood by the church since 2005 much due to the labor and 
research of the esteemed Betty Seymour.   

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

PRESENTER
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The Role of the Sacraments in 
Shaping History

Donald Patthoff 
Dr. Patthoff  has practiced gener-
al dentistry in Martinsburg, WV 
since 1981 and is involved na-
tionally and internationally with 
a variety of issues in ethics. He is 
a Master of the Academy of Gen-
eral Dentistry and a Fellow of the 
American College of Dentists. He 
is the ethics Chair of the Academy 
of Laser Dentistry and the Edi-
tor in Chief of the Journal of Laser Dentistry. He is also 
co-founder and co-director of the Foundation for Photo-
biomodulation Research. He is an ethics consultant to the 
American Dental Association’s Council on Ethics Bylaws 
and Judicial Aff airs served as the liaison from the American 
Society for Dental Ethics to the ADA, ACD, ADEA, and NIH.

Sacramental History is something easily lost to our memory if 
we simply focus on the measured and recorded history of our 
lives and nation. While Recorded history is looking toward 
the past, Sacred and Sacramental History have the capacity of 
MAKING HISTORY—that is looking toward a future good not 
yet fully received.  In this paper, Don will explore how both 
evolve to defi ne our identity as individuals, communities, and 
a nation. 

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

PRESENTER

Rev. John Carroll, S.J. First United States Archbish-
op, U.S. Patriot, founder of Georgetown University, 
and St. Johns Seminary, and champion of the U.S. 
Constitution’s First Amendment enshrining religious 
freedom. 
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The Historical Signifi cance and 
Cultural Impact in America  of 

Our Lady of Guadalupe 
in Mexico

David Thrower
David was born in Parsons, WV, 
and received into the Catholic 
Church Easter 2000. He complet-
ed his Bachelor’s at Southeastern 
University in 1996, his Master’s 
at Franciscan University of Steu-
benville in 2018, and is currently 
a Ph.D. candidate at Liberty Uni-
versity.  His dissertation research 
focuses on the Ideological Infl u-
ences that Evolved National Socialism.  Professionally David is 
a paralegal and teacher. He has a particular historical interest in 
Appalachian Studies, Late Roman Antiquity, World War II, and 
Church History.  Other projects in development are a Genesis 
study and a History of American Big Bands.

Th e 1531 Mexican apparition of Our Lady of Guadalupe is 
clearly a major historical event that aff ected civilization in the 
Western Hemisphere. But how and why? In this presentation, 
historian David Th rower will explore the rarely discussed his-
torical background of the event including the religious syncre-
tism of Mexican indigenous tribes, the Scriptural underpin-
nings and justifi cation for the Guadalupe apparitions, the role 
of Marian advocacy in American history, how the 1531 events 
impacted American culture, and fi nally how Marian advocacy 
can be a positive force for change in our contemporary culture. 

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

PRESENTER

Our Lady of Guadalupe is a Catholic title of Mary, 
mother of Jesus associated with a series of fi ve Mar-
ian apparitions to a Mexican peasant named Juan 
Diego and his uncle, Juan Bernardino in December 
1531. The venerated image on a cloak (tilmahtli) as-
sociated with the apparition is enshrined within the 
Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe in Mexico City. 
The basilica is the most-visited Catholic shrine in the 
world.  (Wikipedia)
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Bishop John Carroll’s 
Presumptuous Renegades 

Stan Williams
Stan is a fi lmmaker, Hollywood 
story and script consultant, Cath-
olic media apologist, and author 
of several books, including his 
story structure book used in the 
fi lm industry: “Th e Moral Prem-
ise: Harnessing Virtue and Vice 
for Box Offi  ce Success,” and his 
historical novel about the ori-
gins of Priest Field, “Wizard Clip 

Haunting”. His “Presumptuous Renegades” paper was an out-
growth of American history research while writing the Wiz-
ard Clip novel. He and his wife, Pam, were raised in American 
Evangelicalism, but came into the Catholic Church in 1998–
1999. Th ey live in S.E. Michigan near their three children and 
ten grandchildren. Stan holds degrees in Physics (BA), Mass 
Communications (MA), and Narrative Th eory (PhD).

“Presumptuous Renegades,” refers to a small number of Early 
American Catholic priests, or so called priests, for not all of 
them were, in fact, ordained priests.  Th at they were dubbed 
“renegades” sounds dispiriting. But they had a purpose in 
much the same way Judas Iscariot, chosen by Christ, had a pur-
pose. Th e life of a pioneering priest in Early America, was hard, 
especially if the priest happen to be the country’s fi rst bishop, 
John Carroll, who was tasked with corralling and organizing 
the nascent U.S. Church with all its vagrancies, surprises, and 
scandals. In this paper, Stan describes some of the problems 
Bishop Carroll faced during the years following the founding of 
the United States, and the benefi ts the country as a whole and 
the Church, in particular, realized as a result. 

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

PRESENTER

The 38-acre parcel of land that is now Priest Field 
was originally donated to the Catholic Church by 
a local farmer named Adam Livingston in 1802 af-
ter his farm was exorcised by Fr. Denis Cahill, and 
Fr. Demetrius A.  Gallitzin.
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Gateway to the Solanus Casey Center in Detroit, Michigan. Image taken 
from Stan & Pam Williams’ feature documentary: “EXTRAORDINARY: 
Stories about Solanus Casey for Children” (2017).

Curating the Saints:
Making History at American 

Catholic Shrines

Emily Arledge
Dr. Emily Arledge is an Assis-
tant Professor of History at Bel-
mont Abbey College where she 
teaches pubic history, American 
history, and directs the Public 
History program. She earned 
her Ph.D. in 2023 from Loyola 

University of 
Chicago’s Public 
History/Ameri-
can History program. Her research “Enshrining 
Memory: Th e Production of American Catho-
lic Past,” explores American Catholic memory 
and material culture. Emily grew up in Jeff erson 
County, WV and attended St. James the Great-
er in Charles Town. She has fond memories of 
summer camps and kayaking at Priest Field. 

During the canonization process, Catholics collect testimo-
nies, writings, and objects related to the sainthood candidate to 
demonstrate the saint’s holiness. American Catholics developed 
a tradition of creating not only shrines but educational spaces 
and museums that foster devotion. Shrine museums demon-
strate how religious institutions adopt and modify best prac-
tices in public history, despite the sparse scholarship on inter-
preting religious objects. Th ese sites balance visitors’ needs by 
providing educational and spiritual spaces to contemplate the 
saint. Th is paper examines curatorial decisions at the National 
Shrine of Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, the National Shrine of 
Saint John Neumann, the Seton Shrine, and the Blessed Solanus 
Casey Center before proposing several best practices for shrine 
museums.

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

PRESENTER
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Arnold Friberg’s  “The Prayer at Valley Forge”

Excerpt of prayer from General George Washing-
ton’s Circular Letter to the States, which he wrote 
on June 8, 1783 as the commander in chief, at 
his headquarters in Newburgh, New York. This 
circular was directed to the governors and states 
of the new nation. 

The Evolving Nature and of Free-
dom, Reason, and Faith

Th e political freedom we experience in the United States is the 
envy of many people around the world. But freedom in Amer-
ica has its limits due to the way our Constitution with its 27 
amendments, and the long history of court precedents have 
evolved. Th e same is true of every human discipline, and indus-
try, and profession, especially Healthcare in which Dr. Patthoff  
is involved. Some things, however, do not evolve, like the laws 
of nature, although our understanding of them does. Th e dog-
mas of the Church also do not evolve, but their application does 
as society changes. In this paper, Dr. Patthoff  will explain how 
we can understand the balance between what naturally evolves 
and what doesn’t, particularly as it relates to Faith and Reason. 
As St. Augustine and St. John Paul II remind us: Faith informs 
reason, reason verifi es faith, and together, when properly ap-
plied, faith and reason will always lead to freedom.

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

Donald Patthoff 
Dr. Patthoff  has long been interested 
in the intersection of American and 
Catholic history and how George 
Washington brought diverse interests 
together across political, business, 
cultural, religious, and geographic 
disciplines to create the Great Amer-
ican Experiment. Th at interest led 
to the establishment of the George 
Washington Chair of Living Eth-
ics at Shepherd University and the development of a narrative 
about the American Character based on George Washington’s 
character.  Th e eff ort includes the exploration of the George 
Washington Homeland’s key properties, including Priest Field 
Retreat Center. He is eternally grateful for the friendship of two 
past directors of Priest Field, Fr. Ted Midile and Fr. Bill Lin-
hares, and their invitations to consult with Edythe Darrow as 
she explored the history of Priest Field that led to his meeting 
Dr. Stanley Williams.

PRESENTER

I n�  make it my e� nest 
pray�  that God w� ld have 
y�  and the State � �  which 
y�  preside in His h� y protec-
ti� ; that He w� ld most � a-
ci� sly be pleased to dispose us 
all to do justice, to l� e m� cy, 
and to demean � rselves with 
that ch� ity, humility, and pa-
cific temp�  of mind which w� e 
the ch� act� istics of the Divine 
Auth�  of � r blessed religi� , 
with� t an humble imitati�  of 
whose � ample in these things, 
we can nev�  h� e to be a hap-
py nati� . Amen

—G. Washingt� 
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Discovering Our Lady of 
Bethlehem in the 

‘Sacred Expedition of 1769’ 

Marian T. Horvat
Marian Th erese Horvat  received a 
Bachelor of Arts from the School 
of Journalism at the University of 
Kansas. Later she returned to Kan-
sas University and earned a doc-
torate in Medieval History. She 
has translated and edited various 
Portuguese and Spanish works, 
including manuscripts from Quito 
on the revelations of Our Lady of 
Good Success to the 16th century 
nun Madre Mariana de Jesús Torres. In 1997 she began her col-
laboration with Mr. Atila Sinke Guimarães, translating and ed-
iting his 11-volume Collection on Vatican Council II titled Eli, 
Eli, Lamma Sabacthani?  In 1999 they established  the nonprof-
it corporation Tradition in Action in Los Angeles to publish 
their works on the Church, history and Catholic culture. For 
the last 20 years she has published articles and reviews regularly 
on their website traditioninaction.org as well as given talks on 
historical and cultural topics.

Th is paper will briefl y examine the adventure and role of the 
life-size dressed statue of Our Lady of Bethlehem that accom-
panied Fr. Junípero Serra’s historic Sacred and “Impossible” 
Expedition of 1769 to conquer for Spain the 500-mile-stretch 
of Alta California by establishing its fi rst two Missions in San 
Diego and Monterey. We will also look at the statue’s continued 
presence in Mission San Carlos Borremeo in Carmel-by-the-
Sea. It also describes Our Lady of Bethlehem’s fate when the 
missions were dissolved and the friars dismissed by the Act of 
Secularization imposed by the Mexican government in 1833, 
and her return to the Carmel Mission in the restoration project 
of the 20th century.

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

PRESENTER

The  life-size statue (5’2” - same height as Fr. Ser-
ra) accompanied Fr. Serra on the fi rst expedition 
to California in 1769. She can be visited today at 

the Carmel Mission Basilica in Carmel, CA.
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The Catholic Revival of the Late 
19th Century and its 

Application Today 

Marie Nuar
Marie is the Adjunct Th eology 
Professor of the Josephinum Di-
aconate Program, and past Fac-
ulty Chair for Catholic Distance 
University. Dr. Nuar received her 
M.A. in Jewish Studies from Pon-
tifi cal Gregorian University, and 
her Sacred Th eology Doctorate 
from Pontifi cal University of St. 
Th omas in Ecumenism and Inter-
religious Dialogue. She has taught World Religions and Moral  
Th eology of the Marketplace at St. John’s University in Rome 
and Liturgical Art and Architecture at Catholic University of 
America’s Rome Campus. Marie was also a Vatican Scavi Tour 
Guide  leading visitors through the excavations below Saint Pe-
ter’s Basilica explaining the place, theology, and signifi cance of 
St. Peter’s bones.

Th e Catholic parish mission of the late 19th century became a 
well-known and widespread phenomenon for over a century. 
Preached by various religious orders, such as the Jesuits or Re-
demptorists, the mission preacher spent a week or more ham-
mering home the truths of Christianity, urging people to repent 
and avail themselves of the sacraments in an eff ort to revive 
the religious vitality of the people.  But mission attendance was 
not necessarily followed by sustained spiritual renewal.  Simi-
larities can be seen between the parish mission of the late 19th 
and early 20th century and the charismatic renewal of the late 
20th century and even events such as World Youth Day.  Truth 
claims, especially today, are oft en evaluated on whether or not 
it moves the individual’s aff ections.  But this “high” is not sus-
tainable.  What lessons can we learn about imparting the truths 
of discipleship that can help foster the sustainable renewal that 
our present time needs?

DECEMBER 9 PAPER

PRESENTER
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St. Augustine’s Perspective of History
From a sermon by Saint Augustine, bishop

ITamazes me that you who have now been 
freed from the curse, who have believed in 
the son of God, who have been instructed 

in the holy Scriptures–that you can think the days of 
Adam were good. And your ancestors bore the curse 
of Adam, of that Adam to whom the words were 
addressed: “With sweat on your brow you shall eat 
your bread; you shall till the earth from which you 
were taken, and it will yield you thorns and thistles.” 
Th is is what he deserved and what he had to suff er; 
this is the punishment meted out to him by the just 
judgment of God. How then can you think that past 
ages were better than your own? From the time of 
that fi rst Adam to the time of his descendants today, 
man’s lot has been labor and sweat, thorns and this-
tles. Have we forgotten the fl ood and the calamitous 
times of famine and war whose history has been re-

corded precisely in order to keep 
us from complaining to God on 
account of our own times? Just 
think what those past ages 
were like! Is there one of 
us who does not shud-
der to hear or read of 
them? Far from 
justifying com-
plaints about 
our own time, 
they teach us how 
much we have to be 
thankful for. He who 
perseveres to the end 
will be saved.
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